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Diagnosing the Zerbe 1804 and 1805 Dollars 


By 


Eric P. NewMAN, A.N.A. No. 4624 
An Edited Excerpt from a Talk Given at the 1961 A.N.A. Atlanta Convention 


silver dollars were described 
for the first time in June, 1961 
in a study published in The Numis- 
matist, the Numismatic Scrapbook, 
Coin World and Numismatic News. 
Their existence was theretofore un- 
known to most numismatists includ- 
ing myself. Their border dentilation 
is exactly like all other dollars dated 
1803 or earlier which fact distin- 
guishes them from the 1804 dollars 
described in present and past numis- 
matic literature. Their edge letter- 
ing is perfect. They each have the 
reverse known as Bolender Reverse 
A which reverse was also used on 
an aggregate of six varieties of 
dollars dated 1801, 1802, 1803. 
' Since altered date 1804 dollars are 
not uncommon, a large amount of 
research went into the elimination 
of the possibility that the last figure 
of the date of a dollar from an 
earlier year had been removed and 
either a separate figure 4 or 5 
soldered or otherwise affixed to the 
original coin. High magnification 
showed no joint on any part of the 
date on either coin. The most im- 
portant point stressed respecting 
the 1804 and 1805 dollars, however, 
was that if the last figure of the 
date was disregarded, the obverse 
of each piece was different from all 
other known obverse die varieties. 
In other words, the relative position 
of the stars, letters and bust on each 
coin was different from all other 
obverses regardless of the date. 
Both coins were sent from Eng- 
land to Miss M. A. Dunn of Brook- 
lyn in 1939 with the suggestion by 
Spinks of London that they be 
shown to the late B. G. Johnson of 
St. Louis for verification. Arthur 
B. Kelley remembers Johnson show- 
ing them to him at that time. John- 
son wrote to Miss Dunn that they 
were not genuine. Farran Zerbe, re- 
tired curator of the then Chase Na- 
tional Bank, considered them alter- 
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ations as did his successor, Vernon 
L. Brown. Zerbe bought them for 
$50 in April, 1940. 

A challenge of the 1804 Zerbe dol- 
lar could be made on the basis that 
the reverse of the coin shows a die 
state prior to the die state on some 
1803 dollars, but during this period 
it was normal to alternate the dies 
of any date until they broke. A chal- 
lenge of the 1805 Zerbe dollar could 
be made on the basis that the 5 
stylistically is unlike the 5 used on 
1805 half dollars and other 1805 de- 
nominations. This can be answered 
by pointing out the obvious style 
differences in the 4 on the United 
States coins of 1804 (omitting the 
dollar to avoid controversy). The 
historical arguments based upon 
mint records and on mint history, 
however effective, do not explain 
away the fact that the Zerbe dollars 
do actually exist. 

A careful restudy of the Zerbe 1804 
and 1805 dollars reveals that the 
points of some of the stars appeared 
to have been slightly re-aimed by 
shaving away and tooling part of the 
ends and sides. Normal six-pointed 
stars naturally have their points on 
opposite sides directly in line with 
one another, and this is true as to all 
stars on all obverses of early U. S. 
dollars. In the Zerbe 1804 the 10 
and 4 o’clock points of the upper 
right star are not in line nor 180 
degrees apart. In the Zerbe 1805 the 
10 and 4 o’clock of the upper right 
star, the 1 and 7 o’clock points (see 
illustration) and the 10 and 4 o’clock 
points of the second star from the 
top on the right and the 10 and 4 
o’clock points on the lower left star 
are not in line nor 180 degrees 
apart. All other stars on these coins 
have their opposite points in line 
and 180 degrees apart. With this 
clue it became clear that the star 
points could have been tampered 
with to avoid basic similarity to a 
known variety of another date. 
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Enlargement of lower right portion of Zerbe 1804 dollar showing long 
horizontal die break on bust and into field in line with center of lower 
right star. This identical die break is found in various stages on the 1802 
over 1 (B-4) dollars. 


. , 
Enlargement of upper right portion of Zerbe 1805 dollar showing tiny 
die flake on top of curl below center of R, as also found on 1803 (B-6) 
dollars. The unnatural misalignment of the 11 and 5 o’clock points of the 
highest star is evident, showing the 11 o’clock point aiming under the 
top serif of Y instead of to the right of it as on the 1803 (B-6). 


1316 ' THE NUMISMATIST 


LngiGenea 


—_~ 


Co 9 phe pe ie Ug Pa 


Bits. 


On comparing the positions of the 
other stars relative to the bust, let- 
ters, and the 188 border dentils and 
disregarding the last figure of the 
date, it becomes clear that each ele- 
ment of the 1804 Zerbe dollar is 
identical to the 1802 over 1 Bolender 
4 variety. On both of these coins 
the base of the E in LIBERTY 
- is properly higher than the adjacent 
B and the figure 1 of the date is in 
the identical position of contact 
with the curl. A horizontal chest die 
break is found on both (see illus- 
tration). The reverses also corre- 
spond in die state. 

Similarly each element of the 
1805 Zerbe dollar, excluding the 
questioned stars and the last figure 
of the date, is identical with the 
large date 1803 dollar Bolender 6 
variety. There are two tiny die 
breaks on the top of the curls under 
R and T on both the 1805 and 1803 
B-6 (see illustration). Likewise, the 
lower left stars are too close and 
- almost touch. The reverses also 
correspond in die state. 

The conclusion may therefore be 
reached that since some of the stars 
on two separate well-known 1802 
and 1803 dies show evidence of alter- 
ation that the last figure of the date 
could also have been altered, the 4 
from a 2 and the 5 from a 3. Both 
Zerbe 1804 and 1805 dollars have 


always been together. Their basic 
1802 and 1803 dies had star points 
in perfect condition. The fact that 
each of the Zerbe coins. has acquired 
similar star point defects at critical 
places for die variety determination 
is most significant. 

There is one more alternate to 
consider, namely, that the coins 
might be genuine overdates and 
that the mint modified the dies by 
punching a 4 over a 2 and a 5 over 
a 3 at the time of their dating. 
There is no evidence on either coin 
of such overdating as there is on 
all other overdates of the period. 
An examination of the questioned 
star points under high magnification 
indicates that the stars in each die 
were probably not repunched or 
recut, but were altered on the coins 
themselves. It is believed that this 
overdate thought must therefore be 
rejected. 

To force metal from one position 
to another by expert tooling or 
chasing has been done before, but 
the skill and perseverance which 
would have been required in alter- 
ing these coins is indeed fantastic. 

I hope that the new facts which 
are pointed out with respect to these 
coins will not dim the hope of every 
numismatist to locate and reveal 
the identity of an unknown coin to 
the world. 


Obituary 


CONRAD A. KAHLER, A.N.A. NO. 27083 


Conrad A. (“Conny”) Kahler, 33, Carlisle, Pa., Assistant Professor and 
Librarian at Dickinson College, passed away June 17. A member of the Mother 
Church, the First Church of Christ Scientist, Boston, Mass., and of the First 
Church of Christ Scientist, Carlisle, he was laid to rest in Highland Cemetery, 
Winfield, Kans. 


Born in Coffeyville, Kans., November 23, 1927, the son of Lt. Comdr. and 
Mrs. Arthur D. Kahler, USN (Ret.), he attended public schools in Rhode Island, 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey. He received his B.A. degree from Southwestern 
College in 1949, M.A. degree from Kansas State in 1951 and his M.L.S. from 
Rutgers in 1958. During his public school and college career, Conny was a 
star athlete, winning letters in football, basketball, baseball and golf. He was 
a shrewd and outstanding quarterback at Southwestern in 1946 where his 
father was Athletic Director and Head Football Coach. He was a member of 
both the Football and Basketball Hall of Fame as well as the American Library 
Association. He and his father belonged to the American Numismatic Asso- 
ciation. He is survived by his parents and a brother, Dan A., Principal of the 
Arkansas City, Kans., Senior High School. —- EGB 
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NEW AWARD MEDALS AVAILABLE 


For some years, the A.N.A. and various regional societies and local clubs 
have been using medals as awards for exhibits and other outstanding achieve- 
ments of members. In some cases special medals were designed and produced, 
but often the cost of these is prohibitive. The Medallic Art Company has 
stock medals available which have been used to obtain high quality medals at 
relatively low cost, even though they were not designed specifically as numis- 
matic awards. The Chicago Coin Club initiated the use of these stock medals 
in October, 1955, when it issued ten to past presidents, six for exhibit awards 
and three for its medal of merit. 


Medallic Art has prepared dies for the two medals, which can be supplied 
to numismatic organizations. The design, by Anthony Del Pino, showing a 
man in kneeling position with a woman standing behind him has been cut 
in a die 2% inches in diameter. The other design, by Carl Schmitz, depicts 
two seminude women standing by a seated man who is cutting a die. This 


medal is 2% inches in diameter. Both are uniface, leaving the reverse blank - 
for suitable engraving. 


These pieces are available in bronze at $4.00 for the 2% inch design and 
$5.00 for the 2% inch design. Either medal will be furnished with silver 
plating at $2.00 extra, or gold plated at $3.00 extra. Discounts will apply to 
orders for ten or more medals, and quotations will be furnished for sterling 
silver if there is enough demand. Medallic Art will cut dies and make both 
medals available in 2 inch size. 


Machine engraving on the reverse will be furnished at twelve cents per 
letter or figure. For plated pieces, the engraving will be done before the 
plating so letters will have the same finish as other surfaces of the medals. 
Orders and inquiries should be directed to Medallic Art Company, 325 East 
45th Street, New York 17, N.Y. 


Once more Chicago Coin Club will score a first when it uses the new 
medals in bronze and silver plate as exhibit awards at its Fall Festival, 
October 13-15, 1961. Also, the best-in-show award will be one of the large 
medals, gold plated and mounted on a suitably engraved plaque. Oak Park 
Coin Club and Aurora Coin Club have ordered medals also for their Novem- 
ber shows. 


New Cuban Currency — The Government of Cuba decided recently to issue 
new currency notes to replace the existing peso bills to stop the illegal 
importation of the latter. Cubans were permitted to exchange up to $200 of 
their old bills for new money; and were required to deposit any amount over 
$200 in a special account at the National Bank, from which it could be with- 
drawn in the new currency after August 14. All amounts in excess of $10,000 
were, however, held to be in violation of a law issued in May and are to be 
confiscated by the Government. 
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